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Vacation Bible School 2011 :
T E Go wild on a faith journey with Jesus! :
®)
% > What: Grab a vine, brave the rapids, and prepare :
T < 00 ’>'<‘ 0 for a BIG JUNGLIE ADVENTURE «
QO = 0 < p Who: Ages 2 through 5" Grade i Invite a friend! >
Q I~ % LL % When:  June 13 - 17 from 9:00 a.m. to noon <
<ZE 8 ™~ o0 5’ g Where:  Epiphany Lutheran Church 2|
d & X I~ 5 P> Details:  Check out the VBS displays in the narthex and gym <
W m = o <t Contact: Susan Carp |
LY icole Sebo
e o"8 D Nicole Sebok 1
Z 5 .5 E
3 g i < g n REGISTRATION ENDS MAY 30, 2011! <
o % < ﬂ You can now register online at: @  https://vbs.cph.org/tools/churchinfo.aspx? 4
E Lo < < Church=980C7385 . Registration forms will be located at the VBS displays in the > |
< S Hﬂ 00} ; > narthex and gym. Register early and invite a friend! The registration deadline is <
o) N t May 30. Please note that the two year old classes are limited. <
5 b Vo s >
n VOLUNTEER
|ﬁ Adult and youth volunteers are needed to help in all areas. Volunteer forms are |
ocated at the VBS displays. Please prayerfully consider helping with this important
I d at th displ I full ider helpi ith this i
g > outreach ministry! > |
=
®© VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION AND LUNCH :
c 0 g There will be TWO different orientation meetings and we ask that ALL volunteers, «
8 c _8 o youth and adult, be at one of them. Orientation meetings are Sunday, May 15 from <«
= e < - L 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. and Sunday, May 29 from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. Snacks will be «
§ a \ o C available and babysitting will be provided, if requested in advance. Please RSVP «
&)5 I - 0 @© > to Susan Carp at carp.susan@gmail.com. >
Qo R
g o % fé 2 ; SAFE AND SECURE TRAINING :
o o Training will be held Sunday, May 22 during the
': B i: % @ > Sunday School hour for volunteers. :
O = O B
D % D g S E SET UP HELP NEEDED <
®© o (o] @) We need all the hands we can get; help set up the <
o o "C)' church on Saturday, June 11 from 9:00 a.m. | <
9 noon. Pizza will be provided. With lots of help, it oy <
5 > will go quickly. RIS desug Y :
HAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAAAE
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Mike Choyke, President

. A . Craig Carothers, piesident
Epi phanyos Leadership Col j.0&Greer

monthly meeting at the Pearland campus on Sunday, Brad Hollis

April 17. Wayne Huber
Becky Keasler

. . . Leigh Ann Moore
Richard Armstrong, representing stewardship at Roﬁin Quinton

Epiphany, discussed the need for the church to Pam Shockey
establish an Endowment Fund. Endowment funds E(-)Jh-nsﬁgfse”

would provide donors an opportunity to make a

permanent gift from lifetime assets, to provide on-

going support for a favorite ministry and to leave a legacy which will be
remembered. An LC committee was formed to explore the creation of such a
perpetual endowment fund.

The LC gave congratulations to Joe Gonzalez and James Jennings for their
acceptance by the congregation into the SMP program at Epiphany.

Pastor Jay Simonsen requested that leaders from both Epiphany and Good
Shepherd in Angleton meet to discuss their respective futures. The LC will
schedule a meeting between a committee of Epiphany leaders and leaders
from Good Shepherd in Angleton to discuss steps to be taken.

The committee for Outreach from the Missouri City campus reported that
members had gone door-to-door in their local communities inviting families
that were new to the area to visit Epiphany.

The LC passed a motion to officially hire Larry Woelfel as Executive Officer of
Epiphany.

The next Leadership Council meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 15 at
6:00 p.m. at the Pearland campus in room 202 of the AFLC.
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ATTENTION BLOOD DONORS!

There will be a Blood Drive at Epiphany on Sunday, May 15 from
8:00 a.m. to 1:.00 p.m. Patients at MD Anderson require more
than 3,000 whole blood units and more than 7,000 platelet units
each month. Thank you to all our previous donors. Hopefully we

can improve the number of donors. Mark your calendar for May
15 and watch for the MD Anderson Blood Mobile. If you have any

questions, please contact Donna Ellwanger.
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DO YOU BELIEVE IN EASTER?

| write this article a day after celebrating Easter Sunday. In a way | kind of
feel | i ke the disciples in Matthew c
story even if you may not have remembered it comes from Matthew 17. One
moment Peter, James and John are on top of the world worshipping the
glorified/transfigured Jesus. The next moment they are heading down into

the valley where there are people who are hurting, struggling and dealing

with doubt. They go from a mountain top experience to the valley of the

shadow of death. | have to believe there was a certain amount of depression
going from one extreme to the other.

Yesterday over 1200 people attended our 6 worship services at our Pearland
and Missouri City campuses. Yesterday joyful songs were sung accompanied

by brass, bells, drums and stringed instruments. Yesterday we were cheering
and chanting, AHe is Risen! He i s R
back to school. Today we go back to work. Today we deal with running

noses, unpaid bills, car problems, high gasoline prices and a host of other

less than spiritual issues. And, yes, there is a certain amount of depression
going from celebrating our Lordos ReE
grind of life.

But remember, because of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus our normal
|l ives arendt so normal anymore. Jesu
with us as we struggle with issues of everyday living. Jesus is with us to
bless us with His presence, power and forgiveness so that we might have life
abundantly through Him. It is in the valleys of life that Jesus meets us so that
He can lift us up. It is into the valleys that Jesus sends us so that through His
body (you and me) He might lift others up.

| ended yesterdayob6és Easter Sermon wi
people who need to know about Easter
around us. Il n fact, they are us.

has no meaning to everyday life in the valley. Let the message of the
Resurrection lift us up so that we will live as resurrection people each and

every day. Let the message of the Resurrection lift us up so that we can be
people who lift others up by the grace

- Alletuz,

Pastor Jon
ElE 15 AL INVE!




SATURDAYOS J OB

This past Saturday it was time to clean out the garage, not the most pleasant way to spend a
beautiful spring morning, but something that has to be done every so often. By the time |
finished | had filled two garbage cans; it is quite amazing the things we can accumulate in just a
short time. While going through one of the
STEWARDSHI P MANUALO. -24yearsvddsleftaver fronethedimne | 8edved as
Stewardship chairman in a previous congregation.

It was about time for a cup of coffee and | also needed a rest from one of my least favorite jobs.
| decided to take a few minutes to glance t
progr amo. It really amazed me that the sugg
no mention of Afree downloadso or suggested
ordering a Afilm stripo for a group present
inserts that could be mimeographed for distribution. They offered a 16 millimeter movie that
explained the Biblical principles of Christian stewardship that could be rented for a small fee. As
| looked further it became obvious that there was no mention of computers, emails or CDs and
not one word about a copying machine. Websites, Facebook and videos were never even
mentioned.

However, it was kind of scary, because the emphasis was on the need to communicate the
Biblical teaching of being a Christian steward. It extensively discussed that stewardship is not
just about money, but rather it is a way of life. It stated very emphatically that every Christian is
to manage Goddés gifts, all of them, TIME, T
Him who has given us all we have. As | read this, it occurs to me that this was the focus of our

discussion in our stewardship meeting last month. As | continued scanning through the manual
it became apparent that perhaps, while the tools and methods suggested for a successful
stewardship program may have changed, the message is still the same. Not surprisingly the
Bible references were the same ones that we use in our stewardship efforts at Epiphany:

2 Corinthians 9:6-8: fH Remember this: Whoever sows spa
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that
you need, you will abound in every good wor

Proverbs 11:24-25: @A One person gives freely, yet ga
but comes to poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be
refreshed. 0

1 Corinthians 16:1-2: A Now about the collection for t
Galatians churches to do. On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a
sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when | come no collections will
have to be made. o

There is an old saying that says, At he more
equipment and methods are different, but the message and emphasis for a God-pleasing
Stewardship Program remains the same. As you examine your relationship with the Lord, look
at how you manage IGIAOENST TREASURE! of T 1 ME
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TAKE THE COURAGEOQOUS STEP

Most people are much more open to giving care than to receiving it. When a
person is giving care, he or she is in a position of strength, stability, and authority.
When a person is receiving care, he or she is acknowledging weakness,
insecurity, and vulnerability.

®
As a result, there are countless people today who, though they could benefit from a Christian friend
who would listen and care for them, instead tough it out on their own. They remain the strong silent
type, or wear a smile across a face that is holding back a flood of tears. Society encourages this
(particularly for men). To ask for help is to admit weakness. To show weakness is to admit

inferiority.

But God did not create us to be independent.
clear on this all the way back to Genesis: #fl
suitable for himod (Genesis 2:18) The New Tes
verses that contain the words fAone anothero.
anothero, fiencourage one anothero, dAbuild up
What these verses dono6ét say is that only we 4
people. The fAone anothero wording gives them

allow other people to love, encourage, build up and pray for us!

It is most difficult for people to ask for help. Whether it is because of guilt, shame, inadequacy, or
fear of rejection, many would much prefer to suffer alone than ask for help.

But suffering alone is not Goddéds intent for
and burdened, and | will give you resto (Matt
we turn to one another for comfort and help.

Our Stephen Ministers know all about receiving care. Many of them have been on the receiving end
of care at an earlier point in their livesd something that has motivated them to give care now. They
know how difficult it is to ask for help, but they also know the great personal and spiritual growth
and healing that follows. They know how to respond in a loving, caring, and nonjudgmental manner.
They are equipped, ready, and waiting to provide the comfort and care God very much desires you
to have.

| f you find yourself, now or in the future, f
remaining strong and suffering alone. Take the courageous step of seeking help. Open your heart
to receive Godds | ove and grace through anot h

opportunity of a very confidential relationship with someone who will listen to you and provide you
with the care and encouragement you need, while Christ works inside to bring rest to your weary,
burdened heart.

Epiphany is a Stephen Ministry congregation. We have 5 trained Stephen Ministers and 3 Stephen
Leaders. We are ready to care for you. The strictest confidentiality is maintained at all times. If you
would like to be assigned to a Stephen Minister, please contact one of our Stephen Leaders: Cindy
Eppelheimer in the church office at 281-485-7833, Torsten Hopp or Pam Stafford.

We
t i
t an
The
one



Pam and | saw an interesting movie a few wee
was in town, which gave us some time for a much needed date night. Of course, Pam seemed a
little disappointed after the movie when | started talking through all the theological themes in the
A WORD filméappar.ent Iy t heo! ogy and da.t e night s dqnét
FROM that partly are mine and partly those which | have read from reviews about the movie. Allin all, |
think it makes an interesting post-Easter discussion, as each of us will have no doubt rubbed
PASTOR AARON shoulders with guests and visitors on Easter Sunday, who might themselves feel as though life
o  ——amounts to nothing more than oneds choosing

I f you view the trailer for the film AThe Adjust ment Buaue
have, kind of. The thriller follows the same narrative p
and filnception. o After all, we know that Hollywood never

is hardly surprising. The question is why do movies about escaping from an illusory universe, of recapturing the humanity of
free will, seem to resonate with filmmakers and moviegoers?

The film opens with David Norris (played by Matt Damon), a charismatic but troubled young Democratic nominee for United
States Senate losing his race to represent New York. On his way to his concession speech, he meets, by chance, Elise Sellas,
an aspiring ballerina, who sparks an almost immediate attraction. After the second chance meeting, the politician discovers
that his chance meetings with this woman are being subverted by a group of strange fedora-we ar i ng of f i ci al
bureau. o

These beings are charged with Aadjustingodo Norriso6 |Iife taog
takes to whether he spills coffee on his shirt, shoulahdsoqg
the rest of the film is about the | overs escaping the pl 4
chases, car crashes,and heartpoundi ng musi c. The blueprint to which tde
by an unseen being referred to as fiThe Chairman, 0 whose W
outrun the Chairmands minions, they see behind the ill usi

At first glance, the film seems to be a secular science fiction rendering of the old Christian debate about the interplay between
divine sovereignty and human freedom, a debate that extends back at least as far as Augustine and Pelagius and continues
right now in faculty lounges, church business meetings, and Facebook forums between Christians who differ on these issues.
As the film progressed, though, | wondered if the theology here were more primal than this intramural debate over free will.
The argument in the storyline seemed to be less a protest against meticulous providence than a protest against the limits of
creatureliness. It seemed to be a retelling of the story of the Garden of Eden, with some sympathy for the Deuvil.

Yes, Norris is enraged by the fact that his life is programmed, but, more than that, he is outraged because he cannot have
what he wants: a forbidden love. Norris is told that loving Elise will have catastrophic consequences for his life, and for hers.
But, in the end, the chasing forces of providence are fought back when the lovers kiss. They taste of the forbidden fruit, and
they do not surely die.

I nstead, David and Elise find the freedom theybéve craved,
through the direction of a rebel official (angel?) who shows them how they can regain the chairmanship of their own lives.

Again, webve seen this movie before. Why does the idea pof
the artistic imagination these days? We | | Scripture, It
introduced to a cryptic hyper-intelligent snake (Gen. 3:1), a being later identified as the chief of a race of rebel beings engaged
in guerrilla warfare against God and hisimage-b e ar er s . These beings have been cal
Some have even called them figods. 0 Humanity, the gospel et

accusation of judgment. They govern humanity by driving us along by our desires, desires that feel to us as though they are
here simply by chance (Eph. 2:2-3).

Moreover, it is not just, in the Christian story, God who has a plan for our lives. In the biblical unveiling, the satanic powers are
at work in the air around us, and they are specific to whatever it takes to destroy each of us. The foolish son in Proverbs 7
received step-by-st ep everything he wanted. Everything, from the a
of-town journey, all fell into place. It must have felt like serendipity. How could this be wrong, we wonder, when everything is
fitting together perfectly? But, what if something wicked is just ahead of us, opening those doors for us, right down to the
chambers of hell?

Al'l in all, | thought AThe Adjustment Bureaud deser vetsdea
satisfactorily with issues concerning freedom and sovereignty that it danced around for almost two hours. But maybe this
movie is helpful in another way: Maybe it might prompt us to see in our neighbors a sense of helplessness, a sense of
captivity, and a rage that is misdirected toward God. And, perhaps, the film will spur us to wonder whether our neighbors are
feeling something of what is true for all -defeatingCesstwe aré beiagp g
chased.

If you saw this film, what was your take? How do you harmonize sovereignty and freedom in your own mind?
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3l SPRING FAIR 2011 FOLLOW-UP! A speci al tdieveryane kat fietpeddo make tBi§
\z,yearb6s Spring Fair a great success. I f vyo
N annual LWML Fair which was held on Saturday, April 9 was s

2i€ well attended this year. There we8 craft vendors offering ma
Alz interesting items along with the LWML booths that sold pl
> baked goods and offered Silent Auction items. Many great
7\ prizes, donated by the vendors, were given away every half ho

Nz
7N

Al Alg

7N /N

Al Alz

7N 7N

Al i : Al

7N In addition to all of this, a wonderful BBQ lunch was 7\

é:é of fered. Our dAgrill teézqcn()

N then slicing, chopping and serving the delicious Alz

7N brisket for sandwiches. The team was comprised of 71N

é:é Ken & Doris Lilie, John Utter, Gloria & Ken Mills, é:é

Al Robert & Janet Frers, Mary Andrews, Dennis & Alz

’:‘ Evelyn Rohne, plus éJanife

5.5 (injuredonthejoh) Janice stayed 9.6 nt

Al Aencouraging the teamo. AT |

: :: considered well worth it because the lunch offerings ::\

7N got great reviews! N

9:% A h utghea mk gogsooutdo Mannie 9:%

Alz Steglich who, once again, assisted with the organization and ‘ ‘ Alz

»n up of The Handcraft Markeportion of the Fair. N

K K

;‘éAnd finallyé.special thanks y;’\/Tpec
™ baked the beautiful pies, cakes, cookies and so many other '

Al e Alz

7\ for the baked goods booth; over $500 was made in this boot 7N

.}‘éalone! Thanks to the famil:.i t.):éeve

Az but generously_gave of their time to help With_ set up and tea Az

7\ down of the Fair; thanks to those that were kind enough to 7N

;:é place signs in their yards to advertise; and thanks to the LW ;:é

\l, members that worked tirelessly to make this sale a great success. \\/

7N N

é:é The proceeds from the fair, over $4,000, plus a portion that will be matched by Thrivent, will ge}{é the

AMzOur Redeemer Ministries, The Krause Chil drxgnos

“I\ Concordia Seminary. 7N

A V4 9:(1

Alz
/N

Alz
ZIN
Alg
ZIN
Alg
ZIN
Alg
ZIN
Alg
ZIN

Alz
/N

And so,fiPraise God from whom
al | bl essings fl
| am truly gratefuli God is so
good!

Linda Easto
and the Women of Epiphany
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GOODTIMERS

GOODTIMERS

The Goodtimers will meet on
Monday, May 9 for fellowship, fun
and games. They meet in room
203 of the AFLC at 9:30 a.m. for
fellowship and then begin
promptly at 10:00 a.m. with
devotions. If you want to stay for
lunch, please bring a covered
dish to share. Desserts are
furnished by the hostesses.
Hostesses for May are Evelyn
Rohne and Ethel Keys. Games
are played after lunch. Everyone
attending Goodtimers should
bring one non-perishable item
for Christian Helping Hands.
Anyone who is 50+ is welcome
to join us. Hope to see you
there. For more information,
contact Alice Teinert.

MINISTRY
OPPORTUNITY

MINISTRY

We are in need of someone to
videotape our 8:00 or 10:15 a.m.
church service for use with our
Member Shut-in Ministry. If you
can help, please contact Larry
Woelfel at 281-485-7833.

YIDLO

TEXAS
DISTRICT
CHURCH
EXTENSION
FUND

A MI NI STRY OF

God continues to bless the CEF.
The representatives who
attended the Texas CEF
Conference the last weekend of
March were able to thank God
for the way He has been
working to make it possible for
many churches to build facilities
with your investments.

The theme of the conference
was fiBuil ding a
Churcho. I n t hi
next couple of months, we will
discuss whether Epiphany fits
the best definition of this theme.
We will also discuss if there are
ways we can make a difference
in our proclamation of the
Gospel.

For more information about CEF
and larger investments talk to
Ernie Eulert at church or home.
For K.I1.D.S. stamps see Mel or
Mary Lou Medack at church or
home.

Junior B‘ell 9hoir

HEAVENLY SOUNDS
JUNIOR BELL CHOIR

USI NG GODo6S GlI

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

All children Kindergarten to 2™
grade are welcome to come and
join the Junior Bell Choir. No
experience is required! We will
practice on Wednesday, May 4
in room 104 of the AFLC from
6:30 - 7:15 p.m. and perform on
May 8 at the 10:15 a.m.

service. Parents and siblings
are invited to join us after
précticeforwur anhual ice
sream edkcial! Mite kitdsare t h e
asked to bring their favorite ice
cream topping; the ice cream
will be provided. If you have any
guestions, please contact Kerri

Keels.
4

WWW.LCMS.ORG

Our synod, The Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod, has
updated their website with a
whole new look. Check it out at
www.lcms.org.




CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2011 CONFIRMANDS!

Rachael Ballard Grace Edwards
Cameron Beckwith Ryan Grych

Mason Brackney Kara Harbin

Brooke Carothers Kathleen Johnson
John Cloeter Erin Knight

Reid Garrett Davies Elizabeth Lukner
Matthew Deterling Maggie Shackelford
Christian Dick Emily Stevens

| s ey s all

» 7
llléns Join us for the 2dq11
Mano Retreat at Calmp
Grange from Friday, May 20 - Sunday,
May 22. All men ages 16 and above are welcome to attend. The theme for this year is
"Raising a Modern Day Knight" challenging us to build a dynamic community of men
for our time.

Festivities open with a BBQ dinner at 6:00 p.m. on Friday. There will be great
presentations and outdoor time around the camp on Saturday. We'll conclude with
worship around the lake led by Pastor Aaron Sunday morning, then head for home at
noon.

The cost for the weekend is $104 for adults and $87 for young men ages 16-17. Sign
-up sheets are | ocated on the fnAschedul es
building kitchen and on the bulletin board at the back of the AFLC gym. The deadline
for registration is Sunday, May 15. For more information or to register, contact Jeff
West. We look forward to another great time for all this year! "
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Thanks for being a part of this

amazing weekend!







